Media Advisory
UNESCO Workshop on the Implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Pretoria, South Africa, March 2008 – Over fifty representatives from Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Eritrea, Lesotho, Malawi, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, and Uganda will participate in a sub-regional Capacity Building Workshop on the Implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, organized by UNESCO on March 27th and 28th at the Saint George Hotel (Pretoria), in cooperation with the Department of Arts and Culture of South Africa. 
The workshop, the first of a series of three to be organized for African states, will be opened by Dr Pallo Jordan, Minister of Arts and Culture of the Republic of South Africa, at 9.00 on 27 March 2008*.  

How can countries—and especially the communities among whom intangible heritage is found—best safeguard heritage that is living, not fixed in buildings or monuments? One effective tool to support international cooperation in such safeguarding efforts, and to strengthen national capacities, is the Intangible Heritage Convention. Adopted by UNESCO in 2003 and entered into force in 2006, this legal instrument has ninety States Parties1 so far. The workshop will focus on introducing the Convention to cultural officials of southern African nations, explaining the ratification process, and considering with them how they might implement the Convention to best achieve its goals.

Within the Convention, intangible cultural heritage (ICH) is defined as the practices, representations, expressions, as well as the knowledge and skills, that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage. Often referred to as living heritage, ICH is manifested, among others, through oral traditions, dances, rituals, festive events or indigenous knowledge about nature. The safeguarding of this heritage must involve active participation of communities, since only they can define what their heritage is and only they can ensure that it continues to be practiced in the future.
The Intangible Heritage Convention will establish two Lists: the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Purposes of the Lists are to raise awareness about the importance of safeguarding intangible heritage, particularly those elements that are endangered at a time of rapid sociocultural transformation during which many communities see an erosion of the functions and values of such heritage and a lack of interest among the younger generations in maintaining it. 

Among the first intangible heritage to be included on the Representative List will be the ninety items proclaimed Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity between 2001 and 2005. These include such cultural expressions as the Gule Wamkulu (Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia), the Chopi Timbila (Mozambique), Barkcloth Making (Uganda), the Makishi Masquerade (Zambia), and the Mbende Jerusarema Dance (Zimbabwe) 2.
The workshop is made possible thanks to the financial support by the Government of Norway within the framework of UNESCO/Norway Funds-in-Trust. 






****

*Journalists are invited to attend the opening session: Saint George Hotel. 58 Old Pretoria,
Kempton Park Road, Rietvleidam. 
Further information: 
Workshop: http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=EN&meeting_id=00095  

Information about Intangible Cultural Heritage: www.unesco.org/culture/ich 

Information about Department of Arts and Culture: http://www.dac.gov.za/ 
Contacts: Ms. Carina Malherbe of the Department of Arts and Culture (carina.malherbe@dac.gov.za)
                 Ms. Reiko Yoshida, UNESCO (r.yoshida@unesco.org)

1. http://portal.unesco.org/la/convention.asp?KO=17116&language=E
2. http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/masterpieces/
